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Victory for Dunkeswell in Council noise dispute
Venue operators across the country have welcomed a significant victory for the sport following the news that East Devon District Council (EDDC) has withdrawn its case against Mansell Raceway Limited, owners of the South West’s Dunkeswell kart track after a two and a half year legal battle.
EDDC had challenged a ruling by the District Judge who in November 2008 had quashed a noise abatement order served by the District Council’s Environmental Health team following complaints from neighbours.
The District Judge at the time noted that “the appellants (Mansell Raceway and the Kart Club) have always sought to operate the circuit in accordance with the (planning) permissions granted to them, have made a substantial investment in an acoustic fence and were prepared to adopt the council’s proposals to reduce the noise level of leisure karts. There is no suggestion I could find that they sought to deliberately annoy their neighbours in any way. Everything they have done has been done reasonably and in accordance with the permissions granted to them.”
In the course of the ongoing legal battle, the Motor Sports Association had offered to mediate between the two parties in order to find a satisfactory resolution. Having initially accepted this offer from MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton, EDDC then declined to participate.
The MSA then prepared a detailed witness statement in support of Dunkeswell, illustrating the importance of karting to the growth of UK motor sport and highlighting the significant impact of both the Go Motorsport campaign and the British Schools Karting Championship on schools and colleges in the South West of England.
The news that the District Council has finally decided to draw to a close the two and a half year legal challenge was welcomed by former world champion Nigel Mansell and his sons Leo and Greg whose company, Mansell Raceway Limited, own the kart racing track at Dunkeswell.
Nigel Mansell said: “I am relieved that East Devon District Council has finally seen sense and that this very expensive and wholly unnecessary legal battle has now ended. I am deeply disappointed however that, despite repeated offers by us, East Devon District Council was unable to work with Mansell Raceway Ltd to find solutions much, much earlier.
“Our calculations show that probably half a million pounds has been spent by the parties involved since the noise abatement notice was first served in January 2006. We estimate that East Devon District Council has spent at least £160,000 since then – which is a staggering waste of council tax payer’s money, particularly at a time when public services are under such immense financial pressure. I find it amazing that the Council was not prepared to accept the original court judgement in the case.”
Since taking over the track in 2006, Mansell Raceway Ltd says it has complied with every request made by East Devon District Council regardless of cost and effort, including spending £200,000 on a new acoustic fence, restricting the type of vehicles used and monitoring the condition of silencers on vehicles. It has also removed the tannoy system and on the Sunday morning of race weekends continues to observe an historic period of silence, so as not to interrupt local church services.
In the planning settlement with East Devon District Council, Mansell Raceway Ltd has agreed to closely monitor and record noise levels at the track, not to use a number of 2-stroke kart race training Saturdays and to introduce testing for all new leisure karts.
Reflecting on the matter, MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton said: “Motor sport can be an easy target for complaints, but the sport has an excellent record of working with local communities to minimise the impact of its activities, particularly in terms of reducing noise levels.
“Motor sport venues also contribute a great deal to the economic prosperity of their regions in terms of visitors, tourism and employment, so it seems entirely reasonable that venues operating within the terms of their planning permissions and in co-operation with their local community should be able to carry out their business without fear of litigation. We are delighted that this long running case has finally been settled and it has been officially recognised that there is no Statutory Noise Nuisance.”
MSA enjoys productive weekend at Silverstone
July’s British Grand Prix was a great success, heralding the start of a new 17-year contract for the circuit and a revised track layout for the Northamptonshire venue.
Despite not having a home winner to celebrate, the 300,000 attendees over the weekend went home having enjoyed a fabulous weekend of racing and entertainment, as well as favourable weather.
For the MSA, the Grand Prix is the annual showpiece event of the season and as such it provides a vital platform to talk with key people about the development of the sport.
As usual, a number of MPs joined the MSA on the Sunday, including the new Sports Minister, Hugh Robertson MP. On Sunday morning, Mr Robertson met with Ron Dennis, Chairman of the McLaren Group, before being driven around the circuit in the FIA Medical Car alongside the new FIA President Jean Todt.
Hugh Robertson has shown himself to be a strong supporter of the MSA’s work and once again praised the efforts being made by the governing body in the development of the sport and the various initiatives that make up the Whole Sport Plan.
On Saturday, the MSA welcomed guests from a number of national governing bodies of other sports, including the Royal Yachting Association, the Football Association and the British Olympic Association, as well as representatives from SkillsActive, the government agency behind the MSA’s Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence.
Reflecting on the weekend, MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton said: “The Grand Prix provides us with an ideal opportunity to talk to some key influencers that will assist the MSA’s activities in the coming months, both in terms of developing the sport and also making sure that as a sport we are receiving the recognition that we deserve.”
MP praises British fans at Silverstone
Robert Goodwill MP, one of the MSA’s guests at this year British Grand Prix, has praised the behaviour and conduct of the fans that he saw on his first visit to Silverstone in July.
Writing to thank Colin Hilton for his generous invitation, Mr Goodwill wrote: “I could not help noticing the absence of Police at an event with tens of thousands of people attending. What a lesson to show other sports such as football, for example, the way forward.”
The MSA concurs wholeheartedly and would like to thank the thousands of spectators who turned up in such good voice for the weekend, as well as more than 1,000 volunteer marshals and officials who helped the event to run so smoothly.
MSA visits AWMMC
MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton, Chairman Alan Gow and Motor Sports Council Chairman Tony Scott Andrews attended a recent Association of West Midlands Motor Clubs meeting to update those present on various MSA initiatives.
“We were pleased that all MSA projects discussed, such as the Whole Sport Plan, MSA Academy and online Regulation consultation, were well received,” said Hilton.
Bug Jam over for another year
The world famous Bug Jam VW festival took place at Santa Pod Raceway last month. Now in its 24th year, the longest-running VW show in Europe combines guest stars, entertainment and, of course, racing on the strip.
Santa Pod General Manager David Lloyd Jones said: “I believe that the unique mix of acts and attractions that Bug Jam has is a key part of its success. Whatever you’re into, it’s here and in a safe and friendly family environment. We’re already planning on how to make it even better for our silver anniversary event next year!” 
Electric vehicles
The MSA’s Electric Vehicle Working Group was established earlier this year to draft a set of safety regulations to cover electric vehicles in competition.
Chaired by the hugely experienced technical commissioner Peter Riches, the group comprises a number of people already involved in constructing electric vehicles and has considered a number of key issues including voltage; vehicle isolation; rescue and recovery.
Anyone considering building an electric vehicle to compete in MSA events is encouraged to seek early advice from the MSA to ensure that their project falls in line with proposed regulations.
New branded clothing
Official MSA garments featuring the governing body’s new logos are now available from www.linkupltd.com/msa. Orders are processed within seven working days, subject to stock. For further information regarding branded clothing, please contact David Clifford via david@linkupltd.com 
Leamington gears up for Car & Bike Show
The Leamington 100 Charity Car & Bike Show will take place in 26 September. Now in its fourth year, the Warwick District Council-backed event is billed as the largest show of its kind and raises money for Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Air Ambulance.
Petition support continues to grow
More than 5000 motor sport fans have now signed a petition supporting the MSA’s efforts to facilitate ‘closed road’ events in mainland Britain. Anybody who has not yet done so is urged to lend their backing to this initiative by visiting www.petition.co.uk/msa
Colin Hilton attends Formula Student
MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton attended the Institution of Mechanical Engineers’ Formula Student (FS) 2010 event at Silverstone.
Now in its 13th year, FS challenges young engineers to design and build single-seater racers. Victorious in Class 1 was the TU Munich squad, while ETH Zurich won the Class 1A Category for low-carbon vehicles.
“I was hugely impressed by the engineering talent displayed by participating students,” said Hilton. “The use of composites on various components and the construction of batteries and motors for electric vehicles was incredible.”
Also lending their support to the four-day event were Go Motorsport ambassador David Coulthard, Renault F1’s Bob Bell, Virgin Racing’s Nick Wirth and Mercedes GP Petronas’s Ross Brawn and Andrew Shovlin.
Castle Combe’s 60th
The MSA’s Colin Hilton, Allan Dean-Lewis and John Symes were invited to a dinner held in celebration of the 60th anniversary of Castle Combe.
Hosted by Howard and Pat Strawford, the dinner brought together a cross section of those involved in the past and present success of the Wiltshire circuit. “It was a pleasure to be invited to this dinner, which marked a significant milestone in Castle Combe’s life,” said Hilton, who raised a toast to the circuit. “I would like to congratulate Howard, Pat and the Strawford family, whose commitment is central to the continuing success of the venue.”
Dredge takes second Superkart title
Jason Dredge claimed a provisional second MSA British Long Circuit (Superkart) Championship title with a win and a runnerup finish at Castle Combe.
“I’m over the moon,” said 23-year-old Dredge, who claimed his maiden title in 2008. “It has been a lot of hard of work to get here and it’s brilliant to have earned another MSA trophy. I’ve had five wins so far this year, so my aim for the last couple of rounds is to match my seven victories from 2008.”
Dredge began Cadet karting aged seven, thereafter progressing through the ranks until stepping into a superkart for the first time in 2005, aged 18. He took the 2008 MSA British Superkart Championship title with a record points haul and will test a Ginetta G50 as his prize for sealing this year’s title.
Stephens wraps up Car Trial Championship
Reigning MSA British Sporting Trial Champion Duncan Stephens sealed the 2010 MSA British Car Trial Championship with second place in the HCC Wales Trial. Stephens’ success makes him the first person to win MSA Championships in two separate Trial disciplines in consecutive years, as well as the first to hold two simultaneously.
“Without hard team work and the passenger skills of Jade Bray I’m convinced that I wouldn’t have won the championship,” said Stephens. “Becoming the first person to take back-to-back titles in different Trial disciplines means more than winning either individually.”
Stephens took up Car Trials in 1995, aged 15, and in 2002 became the MSA British Car Trial Vice-Champion. He then switched to the MSA British Sporting Trial Championship and, having twice been runner-up, duly claimed the crown last season. He earned this year’s Car Trial title with two rounds to spare.
Moffatt seals third Autotest title
Alastair Moffatt secured his third successive Link Up Ltd MSA British Autotest Championship title with victory in the Alwoodley MC Autotest.
“To win three Autotest Championships in a row – which not many people have done – feels like the fulfillment of a lifelong ambition,” said 32-year-old Moffatt. “My dad managed to win three MSA Trials Championships back-to-back, so to equal what he did, albeit in a different discipline, is fantastic.”
Moffatt entered the Autotest arena aged 16. A spell in rallying followed but he returned to the MSA British Autotest Championship after a spectacular crash on the Rally Isle of Man. He completed the 2008 season with a perfect score and has now successfully defended his title for two years running.
Albon wins Euro KF3 title
Alexander Albon beat dozens of international karters to claim the 2010 CIK-FIA European KF3 Championship title at the Belgian Genk circuit last month.
Albon, the 2009 MSA British Junior Kart Champion, was joined on the podium by fellow Briton Harrison Scott, with 2009 MSA British Junior Kart Championship runner-up Jake Dennis fourth. Meanwhile 2008 MSA British Cadet Kart Champion Roy Johnson recorded the fastest race lap.
“It felt so amazing to win the European title and I think it was the biggest achievement of my karting career so far,” said 14-year-old Albon. “The MSA British Junior Kart Championship was a great training ground for me because the competition is so strong and the weather conditions are always varied, which helps you to become a good all-round driver who’s prepared for anything.”
Dennis wins “U18” opener
Jake Dennis sent a clear message to his rivals by winning the first round of the new CIK-FIA “U18” World Karting Championship.
Racing Steps Foundation-backed Dennis – who currently leads the MSA British Junior Kart Championship – beat a talented field of over 60 international competitors to the top step of the podium at Wackersdorf in Germany.
Dennis, 15 from Leicestershire, said: “The race at Wackersdorf was one of the biggest of the year, so it felt incredible to win and is definitely one of my greatest achievements in karting so far. I was confident heading into the race because I knew I would be quick and I had plenty of experience from the MSA British Junior Kart Championship to rely on.”
Johnson impresses in Karting Academy Trophy
Former MSA British Cadet Kart Champion Roy Johnson secured a pair of fourth place finishes in the opening round of the CIK-FIA Karting Academy Trophy at Wackersdorf in Germany.
Johnson, 15, was nominated by the MSA to represent the UK in the new series, which runs in support of the CIK-FIA “U18” Karting World Championship. “Heading into the races at Wackersdorf I was confident of making the podium, but two fourth places is still a good result,” said Johnson. “I still believe that I can win at the next round in Spain and taking the overall title for the UK is still my goal.”
MSA supports Henry’s Headway Challenge
MSA staff contested the recent Henry’s Headway Challenge, a charity karting event held at Buckmore Park in honour of the late Henry Surtees.
The Challenge attracted numerous professional racers such as Johnny Herbert, Alexander Sims, James Calado and Oliver Turvey. The MSA ‘All Stars’ squad – comprising Michael Duncan, Chris Gillingham, Gary Phillips, Steve Redhead and John Ryan – was therefore satisfied with 28th overall.
“We started well and were up to 20th by the first driver change,” said MSA Technical Administrator Duncan, “but a series of disastrous pit stops and a couple of spins cost us a lot of time. Nevertheless, it was a great experience and we were all pleased to be supporting such a worthy cause.”
The event raised over £60,000 for the charity Headway, which promotes understanding of brain injury and provides information, support and services to those affected.
SMRC marshals
Scottish Motor Racing Club marshals gathered recently at Knockhill. “Here in Scotland, ladies are a very important part of our 150-strong marshalling and administration team,” said SMRC Chief Marshal Nick Clarke. 
Women racers gather at Shakespeare Raceway
The inaugural Ladies That Launch took place at Warwickshire’s Shakespeare County Raceway recently.
Put together by long-serving marshal Beth Satchell and drawing inspiration from the MSA’s Women in Motorsport gathering earlier this year, the event featured women from all areas of motor sport competing in a quarter-mile drag race. Victorious on the day was VWDRC Sportsman racer Holly Baldwin aboard her 1960s Beetle dragster.
“I am so glad that everyone enjoyed it,” said Satchell. “I want to thank Daren & Julie Brett and Angie Woods, as I could not have done it without them, as well as the raceway’s management team for their support.” 
MSA ACADEMY
Colin Hilton observes Master Classes
MSA Chief Executive Colin Hilton witnessed the delivery of new MSA Academy Performance Master Classes at the recent Cholmondeley Pageant of Power.

“I was particularly impressed by the Coaches and the way in which they presented these new educational workshops,” said Hilton. “They relayed their own experiences and highlighted the importance of education to aspiring drivers, which is an important message that we are keen for these young competitors to take on board.”

Also at Cholmondeley was an MSA Committee hospitality area, where Motor Sports Council Chairman Tony Scott Andrews was able to thank attending Committee volunteers for their collective hard work.

AASE students at sponsorship workshop
Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE) students attended a Media and Sponsorship Workshop at Silverstone’s Porsche Performance Centre recently.
The one-day workshop was delivered by sponsorship and marketing expert Brian Cameron, with assistance from Dunlop MSA British Touring Car Championship frontrunner Tom Onslow- Cole, sports law specialist Robert Cain, Team UK Coordinator Fiona Miller and MSA Marketing & Communications Consultant Ben Taylor.
AASE student and 750 MC Toyota MR2 Championship racer Alexander Lennon said: “The event highlighted just how competitive it is to gain sponsorship, particularly in the current climate. However, it also gave me a much better understanding of how to go about securing backing, which should be of great benefit to my racing career.”
Apprenticeship awards recognise talent
MSA Academy Coordinator Greg Symes and Advanced Apprenticeship in Sporting Excellence (AASE) student Kat Impey attended the National Apprenticeship Awards in London.
Hosted by Tim from the BBC television show The Apprentice, the ceremony recognised the successes of athletes enrolled on AASE programmes across a range of sports.
“It was good to see so much support for apprenticeships from employers at the ceremony,” said BRSCC F3 racer Impey. “I also appreciated the opportunity for me to meet athletes from various different sports and to hear their positive experiences of apprenticeship programmes.”
TEAM UK
Team UK endures military exercise
MSA Team UK explored its physical and mental limits during a 24-hour military exercise recently.
Run by VOTwo at Pippingford Estate in East Sussex, the rigorous test was filmed by the BBC and televised during its coverage of the German Grand Prix.
The event comprised tasks including river crossing, shelter building, night navigation and casualty evacuation. The elite drivers also tackled an assault course and engaged in close target reconnaissance, experiencing such stresses as exhaustion, sleep deprivation and exposure to exploding pyrotechnics.
Cooper Tires British F3 International Series frontrunner James Calado said: “The exercise has been a huge challenge that has definitely toughened me up mentally, which will be of real benefit to my career.” 
Team UK gets expert coaching
MSA Team UK engaged in a week of intensive training with esteemed driver coach Rob Wilson recently.
Wilson – who has worked with the likes of Kimi Raikkonen, Timo Glock and Mikko Hirvonen – met with the drivers at Bruntingthorpe Proving Ground, where he demonstrated his concepts aboard a road car. He then handed the wheel to each national squad member, whose lap times plummeted upon employing his advice.
Dulux Trade MSA British Rally Championship frontrunner Alastair Fisher said: “When I drove Rob was advising me on what I should be doing differently, so I took that on board and my times instantly started to come down.” 
Oli Webb on BBC TV at Hockenheim
British F3 frontrunner Oli Webb was interviewed live by the BBC at the German Grand Prix as a result of his MSA Team UK membership.
Webb and Formula BMW ace Jack Harvey – who is backed by MSA Academy sponsor Racing Steps Foundation – were quizzed by BBC anchor Jake Humphrey and Go Motorsport ambassador David Coulthard.
“It was a fantastic weekend,” said Webb. “It was a great opportunity to get publicity for me and the Team UK scheme in front of 9 million viewers and to spend the weekend in the F1 paddock was hugely beneficial at this stage of my career.”
Performance update
Alexander Sims holds fourth position overall in the Formula 3 Euro Series following rounds seven and eight at the Norisring in Germany. “In terms of lap times we were pretty quick in race one but I wasn’t fast enough where it mattered for overtaking,” said Sims. “Even so, the positive side of things is we still have half the season to run and we should be stronger at the upcoming tracks.”
Will Stevens and Harry Tincknell occupy second and fifth places in the Michelin Formula Renault UK Championship midway through the season, each having stood on the top step of the podium. Stevens further secured impressive second and fourth place finishes on his Eurocup Formula Renault 2.0 Championship debut at Hungary’s Hungaroring.
Marty McCormack overcame a suspected alternator problem to secure fourth place in class on round four of the French Citroen Racing Trophy in Rodez. “We are very happy with the increase in our pace over the weekend in what is considered by the French to be a highly specialised event,” said McCormack.
Dulux Trade MSA British Rally Championship frontrunner Alastair Fisher was the early pace-setter on the Rally Isle of Man but lost his chance of victory to a stage-cancelling incident. Fisher’s national squad team-mate Adam Gould recorded a scratch time on SS7, only for his charge to end with an impact on the following stage. Meanwhile Dave Weston Jnr fought his way from 29th place after SS2 to sixth at the finish, having lost over three minutes to an early puncture.
Oli Webb continues to shadow Jean- Eric Vergne in the race for the British F3 International Series title, with James Calado third in the points standings following a pair of podium finishes at Spa. Will Buller – the championship’s youngest driver at 17 – holds seventh overall.
GO MOTORSPORT
Go Motorsport supports Greenpower
Go Motorsport continues to work closely with Greenpower, which challenges students aged nine to 25 to design, build and race their own electric vehicles.
Go Motorsport RDOs have attended many regional Greenpower heats; present at Croft was North East RDO Anthony Dunn, who was able to arrange five School Visits and discuss motor sport careers with students.
An AT&T Williams show car will be displayed at the 2010 National Final at Goodwood on 17 October, courtesy of RBS, while the Formula 24+ class winners will be invited to the Williams F1 Conference Centre to watch the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.
Go Motorsport and MIA at UCL
Go Motorsport teamed up with the Motorsport Industry Association (MIA) to deliver a presentation to almost 100 Year 12 students at University College London recently.
Go Motorsport co-ordinator Jonathan Gill highlighted the range of career opportunities available to those embarking on STEM degree courses, before handing over to the MIA’s John Kirkpatrick, who outlined the UK’s dominant position in the global motor sport industry. The students were also given the chance to handle a selection of F1 components kindly loaned by the AT&T Williams F1 team.
“It was a great opportunity for us to work with the MIA to promote both the sport and the industry to a very receptive young audience,” said Gill. “Motor sport is a hugely attractive career option and one area in which we still lead the world.”
Go Motorsport at Cholmondeley
A ‘Go Motorsport’ Autotest was among the star attractions at this year’s Cholmondeley Pageant of Power.
Organised and run by North West RDO Steve Johnson, the Autotest allowed visitors to the two-day Cheshire festival to compete on a grass course aboard either their own car or a Formula 1000 rally machine.
“We had huge interest and great feedback over both days,” said Johnson. “It was such a success that we are now planning similar Autotests at other motor sport events.”
Several clubs in the region played key roles in running the event, including CSMA North West, F1000 Rally Club and Accrington, Knutsford, Liverpool and Lancashire & Cheshire Motor Clubs.
Campaign visits Biggin Hill and Goodwood
Go Motorsport and British Rallycross Championship organisers held a motor sport display at the Biggin Hill Air Fair.
Show-goers were treated to the sight of Pat Doran’s state-of-the-art Ford Fiesta 4x4 T16 Supercar and were also able to sample an AT&T Williams F1 simulator, kindly loaned by RBS.
The campaign then moved to the Goodwood Festival of Speed where EasyKart, Daytona, the ABkC and the Historic Kart Club provided an insight into all aspects of kart racing.
JUDICIAL
Legend Fires North West Stages Rally
An MSC Investigatory Tribunal considered an incident on the Legend Fires North West Stages Rally of 5-6 February in which car 28, driven by Mr Martin Farrar and co-driven by Mr Andrew Ward, made contact with car 48, driven by Mr Hynd and co-driven by Mrs Hynd.
Having made contact with car 48, probably on more than one occasion, Mr Farrar’s vehicle had continued without stopping. The Court concluded that Mr Farrar had driven in a manner incompatible with general safety and ordered that he be excluded from the event and that his licence be suspended for six months, ending on 14 December 2010. Mr Farrar must also pay costs of £350. 
Lydden Hill Motorsport Rallycross
An MSC National Court Investigatory Tribunal considered the Lydden Hill Motorsport Club Junior Rallycross Championship amid concerns that an Eligibility Protest made on 20 September 2009 had not been dealt with properly.
The Tribunal found that the protest, made by Nigel Whiten of m3 motorsport on behalf of minor Simon Quinn, was not lodged within 30 minutes of the performance giving rise to the protest, as required by General Regulation C(d)49 (2009).
The Tribunal concluded that the protest fee must be returned because the protest was null and void from the outset.
Mr Patrick Flynn
The National Court considered reports that Mr Patrick Flynn had used abusive language and behaviour while acting as a Championship Co-ordinator at the Malcolm Watson Spring Rally Stages on 10-11 April 2010.
However, the Court noted that Mr Flynn had not held a competition licence since 31 December 2009 and, accordingly, it had no jurisdiction over the matter.
The Court observed that the fact that a Championship Co-ordinator can be appointed without holding an MSA licence is of considerable concern and should be referred to the Judicial Advisory Panel.
These are summaries of National Court findings. Full details will be published in Motorsports Now!.
TECHNICAL / REGULATIONS
Harnesses
The MSA has received reports of harness mountings for shoulder straps failing during relatively modest incidents. Competitors are urged to ensure that all harnesses and harness mountings are fitted in full compliance with the MSA General Regulations in K.1.
The MSA Technical Department would also like to clarify that harnesses marked ‘For use with HANS only’ must indeed be used solely in conjunction with HANS devices. Conversely, harnesses labelled ‘Not suitable for use with HANS’ must be taken at face value.
The MSA further clarifies that ‘merged strap’ harnesses are not acceptable, although the crossing of shoulder straps behind the driver or passenger is acceptable.
Communication systems
Competitors are reminded that radio transmitters or receivers are permitted only in specified circumstances and must not otherwise be carried, regardless of whether they are switched off. Onboard systems are covered by MSA General Regulation Q8.1.10.
Roll Over Protection Systems
MSA General Regulation K1.6.1 states that cars for which valid Historic Vehicle Identity Forms have been issued need not have ROPS of the specification set out in K, but must be as specified on the HVIF.
However, the MSA advises that HVIFs are no longer valid and that the relevant document is now an FIA Historic Technical Passport (HTP). Further, vehicles must comply with the specification detailed within the HTP. For example, if the HTP specifies treaded tyres but the car is presented on slicks, the ROPS provision becomes void.
Kart rear axles
The MSA Technical Department has now received several broken kart rear axles. Competitors are urged to check such components vigilantly and regularly, particularly in areas that are usually obscured, such as beneath the bearings.
STAFF FEATURE
MEET… MSA Competitor and Officials Licensing Manager Steve Redhead
This month, the MSA’s Steve Redhead recalls his days as Damon Hill’s rival and offers an insight into the inner workings of the MSA Licensing department
When did you first become interested in motor sport?
I remember being seven years old, watching the Isle of Man TT on TV and thinking, “That’s what I want to do when I’m older.” The excitement of the TT led me to start racing bikes when I was 17; I competed in meetings such as the Champion of Brands and raced against the likes of Damon Hill, who was originally a bike racer.
Was it your goal to ride professionally?
I was certainly hoping for a career as a rider but, as it so often the case, the finances took a tumble. I was close to securing a deal with a famous record label to race a full season at national level in the Pro Am championship. However, that company merged with another, which decided that it didn’t want to be involved, so the money was withdrawn at just a few days’ notice.
Are there any racing achievements that you are particularly proud of?
After a 20-year break I returned to racing in the 2006 Yamaha Past Masters National Series. I finished third overall in the Rookie Championship and only missed out on being vice-champion after being knocked off the bike in the final round. I was running inside the top five of 40-strong grids in the main championship by mid-season and I also won Rookie of the Year with the same club in 2006.
What is your career background and how did you come to be working at the MSA?
I began in telecommunications and was a BT engineer for a long time. I was later working for another telecoms company as a Customer Services Manager and took voluntary redundancy five years ago, thereafter going to an agency and listing motor sport as my main interest. As luck had it, there was a vacancy for a Competitor and Officials Licensing Manager, and here I am.
What does your role entail?
We process all the licence applications for competitors, officials and marshals. Daily activities are primarily making sure that our timescales are managed properly and that licences go out on time. I monitor the team and coach them to make sure that customers receive the right quality of service; we take around 300 calls per day during our busiest period between November and April.
You mentioned your team; what are they like to work with?
There are five members besides myself and they are always very pro-active and engaged with the job. We regularly hold forums to review our procedures and discuss new ideas.
What are some of the major changes to the licensing process that you’ve overseen?
Thanks to the MSA’s investment, not only in technology but also in terms of staff and resources, we have made some significant progress in our customer services offering. We are processing applications much faster and much more efficiently and this is being reflected in the satisfaction of our customers across the board. Three years ago we made the application process available online for many types of licence. In the first year we had 5% online take-up, which rose to 25% last year and 27% this year. We need to keep increasing this level, because it means that competitors get their licences back quicker and we can free up the staff to handle the more difficult enquiries. We’re also currently working on a new project for marshals’ registration that will improve our communications ability and also keep the database more up to date.
Does anybody ever question the licensing process?
We do sometimes receive calls from people who perhaps are not fully aware of the regulations. In international licencing, for example, we are merely implementing the FIA’s regulations, whereas in other areas the UK has actually deviated from the FIA to make things better for competitors. But on the whole our customers tend to be quite receptive when we explain it all to them, and we always stress that the MSA has a duty of care to each and every licence holder which we take very seriously.
